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democratic doctrines were permeating the British middle
and working classes and when the political atmosphere was
saturated with the ideas of reform. Its colonization was
formally begun in 1840, less than two years after the appear-
ance of the Durham Report; it was actively extended during
the period of Chartist agitation and intellectual revolt, when
the critical minds of Carlyle, Mill, Ruskin, and others were
prodding the complacent opinion of Knglish rulers. The
ferment in the social thought of the masses was reflected
in the colonists, many of whom were liberals or radicals,
zealous to found a new state without the ills of the old. Yet
the original directors of colonization sought to make the
colony merely a social and political replica of contemporary
England. Edward Gibbon Wakefield, the most influential
member of the New Zealand Company formed to settle the
land, sought to achieve what he described as "a vertical
section or slice of English society from highest to lowest/'
But an environment where men had grimly to engage in
cutting heavy bush, subjugating war-like Maori, and sluicing
for alluvial gold, made impossible a survival of the English
social hierarchy. The invariable experience of other colonies
was repeated: the peculiar conditions of a frontier des-
troyed among the immigrants the social distinctions then
prevalent in Great Britain.
Like Australia in the previous decade, New Zealand in
the sixties received immigrants lured by gold, in -whom a
democratic impulse was strong. With the exhaustion of
alluvial fields in Victoria and New South Wales, thousands
of restless diggers streamed across the Tasman. Sea. In
two months during 1861 more than 11,000 came from
Victoria alone.3 The gold stimulated development, but its
inevitable exhaustion left disillusioned miners who exerted
their weight on the side of popular pressures. Thus the
colony was quick to follow the Australian states in early
seeking to implement the chief demands of the Chartists,
and by the end of the century it gave a lead to its neighbour
in extending democracy beyond merely political forms into
economic controls and social services, designed to distribute
'Brian FItzpatrick, The British Empire in Australia, 165.